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Southeastern

Destinations
Hotels offer gas rebates as incentive

Look at a sampling of Southeastern deals

By CLINT WILLIAMS
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Publizhed on: 05/17/08

Fretful that rising gasoline prices might put the brakes on the traditional family summer road trip, a growing
number of hotels and resorts are offering gas rebates as an incentive to go ahead and hook a reservation.

The deals vary — some spots deduct the rebate from your bill at checkout, others simply leave a gas card for
you at the front desk when you check in. Some deals require a minimum stay. Be sure to ask questions about
the terms and conditions.

m’m ; W R *}‘" 3as rebate promotions pop up whenever the price of gasoline breaks

- L A through a benchmark such as 2 a gallon or $3 a gallon, said Robert
Mandelbaum of the Atlanta office of PKF Consulting, which does research
and consulting for the travel industry.

While the marketing gimmick isnt new, "it is more pervasive this time
around,” Mandelbaum said.
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ane way based an round-trip purchase

2} Atlanta to Belize City f289 *
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3) Atlanta to Dusszeldorf #8579
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The dozens of Flarida Panhandle heach condominiums managed by
Resontiuest are offering gas rebates of up to §100. Mineteen hotels and
resors in Panama City Beach are offering to help pay for gas.

FPeople with rooms to rent may have some cause for concern. A survey
released earlier this month shows 41 percent of those interviewed would
change vacation plans if gas prices continue to rise. For those folks, that
means trips closer to home, fewer trips and fewer nights away from home,
according to the survey by the Travel Industry Association and the travel
research firm Ypartnership.

Agas card is a more effective marketing tool than simply cutting the room

** rate, said Mandelbaum.

"People like the perception of value,” he said. "A gas card seems more
tangible.”

Here is a sampling of gas rebate deals at hotels and resorts across the
Southeast:

Crowne Plaza Resort: Asheville, MN.C.; 828-254-3211; www.ashevillecp.com

Set on 125 acres justwest of downtown, the 2¥4-room hotel makes a good
base camp for exploring Biltrmore Estate and the Blue Ridge Parkway. If you
want to stay put, there is a pool and clay tennis courts. Rates start at about
§119 a night.

Deal: $25 gas card each night of stay, no minimum stay

Distance® 207 miles

Marina Inn at Grand Dunes: Myrtle Beach, 5.C.; 866437 .4113; www.marinainnatgrandedunes.com

The rooms of this A% Four-Diamond hotel overlook the Intracoastal Waterway or the marina. The popular
resort area has 100 golf courses and an array of attractions from Dolly Parton's Dixie Stampede to the newly

opened Hard Rock Park.

Distance™: 461

Free miles**: 258
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